Appendix table 2-12.
Freshmen intending to major in selected S&E fields, by race/ethnicity: 1971-2000

(Percentages)

Field and sex 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Mal€ .ot 65.7 66.6 652 658 651 646 653 626 628 63.1 631 625 625 617 614 603 592 566 57.3 571 579 57.1 561 550 545 556 556 553 56.2 559

Female .....ccooovvvciiicicce 343 334 348 342 349 354 347 374 372 369 369 375 375 383 386 39.7 40.8 43.4 427 429 421 429 439 450 455 444 444 447 43.8 4441

White

All S&E fields 92.1 906 91.0 905 894 883 879 885 865 862 875 853 854 857 837 84.0 831 800 818 788 769 788 791 763 762 754 763 759 744 724
Physical sciences . 949 941 932 924 925 90.7 919 926 912 905 917 893 90.5 902 86.3 885 883 881 87.6 87.6 850 86.5 857 824 847 837 846 838 849 825
Biological sciences .. 943 936 923 92.0 912 90.1 90.7 904 90.0 899 895 87.6 86.3 856 842 842 829 803 819 791 775 79.0 794 773 766 764 770 763 753 715
Social and behavioral sciences ... 89.2 87.9 885 87.8 852 844 843 851 844 847 877 855 864 87.0 882 856 856 80.3 835 79.6 79.0 80.8 813 784 786 786 785 765 769 743
Mathematics and statistics . 939 922 915 92.0 921 924 921 917 90.1 899 90.1 87.7 90.8 916 89.7 89.1 89.1 86.2 89.8 86.6 847 84.9 869 822 835 836 829 836 827 828
Computer sciences 88.0 81.4 86.1 86.0 841 854 831 850 79.8 813 834 817 79.0 763 712 739 734 687 685 629 613 664 66.3 67.3 652 652 68.0 66.1 637 64.0
Engineering 932 911 922 915 90.7 888 879 89.1 866 861 875 857 872 877 833 840 815 801 811 792 761 771 772 738 743 731 752 780 745 733

Asian American

All S&E fields 09 12 12 15 18 18 18 18 21 21 20 24 27 26 42 46 47 51 47 52 59 58 57 80 72 79 81 79 94 97
Physical sciences . 1.1 1.2 1.4 1.9 19 20 2.2 1.9 23 241 2.2 3.1 32 35 5.4 5.0 45 541 4.0 4.7 52 541 4.6 70 55 56 54 6.4 6.2 6.5
Biological sciences .. 05 10 15 16 21 17 18 20 18 21 21 27 37 33 56 63 69 77 62 69 82 77 74 96 85 82 83 87 94 108
Social and behavioral sciences ... 06 08 05 09 11 10 10 10 11 10 11 15 15 14 24 23 25 31 30 35 38 37 40 45 43 44 48 44 50 586
Mathematics and statistics . 08 12 12 17 21 17 16 15 26 13 18 16 26 18 28 37 31 37 383 37 43 44 42 48 45 53 51 47 63 69
Computer sciences 09 29 15 23 22 18 24 24 20 20 15 19 20 20 19 40 45 47 34 47 62 47 55 100 93 114 114 11.0 161 148
Engineering 15 17 15 17 21 24 24 22 31 29 26 30 34 35 57 58 60 64 64 64 67 69 63 105 89 102 103 9.8 108 11.1

Black

All S&E fields ..........cccococuviccunnns 62 69 66 63 73 79 79 77 88 95 86 104 100 97 100 88 96 11.7 105 121 131 113 114 111 116 11.7 114 116 104 115
Physical sciences ... .. 34 39 45 43 42 53 42 40 49 57 47 62 52 48 69 48 53 50 61 49 70 59 72 78 72 78 65 65 63 74
Biological sciences .. 4.2 4.5 48 47 51 6.1 56 57 57 641 6.1 7.8 7.7 89 7.8 6.4 73 86 90 10.0 10.0 91 9.3 9.0 106 10.7 105 102 96 113
Social and behavioral sciences 92 99 95 93 117 124 117 114 117 114 94 105 102 100 77 92 92 135 103 128 13.0 109 103 116 114 120 122 138 119 1241
Mathematics and statistics . 48 56 65 52 46 46 53 54 62 77 73 89 51 59 62 60 66 84 53 70 87 82 73 103 100 88 100 76 85 66
Computer sciences 100 146 113 102 126 103 111 112 157 150 135 149 173 189 249 197 193 23.1 251 286 275 232 241 189 208 184 17.0 189 153 156
Engineering 45 54 49 52 59 67 73 67 77 87 76 94 76 70 85 74 98 101 94 105 134 122 127 110 109 107 103 76 79 97

Hispanic

All S&E fields 05 10 08 12 14 11 17 14 18 15 12 18 13 12 15 20 19 23 21 25 26 41 39 49 51 55 5 55 64 7.1
Physical sciences . .. 03 07 08 10 12 12 07 10 15 11 11 13 09 11 11 12 13 18 17 20 18 27 26 37 28 31 36 37 38 53
Biological SCIENCes ...........ccuue.. 05 06 08 11 13 10 14 12 19 16 14 16 16 12 17 24 21 23 21 23 26 26 23 29 27 29 31 37 43 49
Social and behavioral sciences 0.8 1.4 1.0 1.5 18 156 25 1.9 22 1.7 1.3 241 14 11 1.7 2.3 21 27 2.4 2.9 28 48 5.0 58 59 64 6.1 6.4 7.5 9.1
Mathematics and statistics . 04 08 08 10 14 07 14 09 09 13 04 16 11 06 07 13 10 14 15 20 11 30 19 35 26 35 33 44 52 47
Computer sciences 08 14 08 11 12 11 25 13 22 11 12 17 10 16 14 14 18 22 19 20 33 41 36 44 45 5 41 48 49 59
Engineering 05 11 09 12 10 11 15 18 16 13 13 17 13 11 15 21 19 22 22 25 25 39 87 53 59 58 49 56 7 6.1

American Indian

All S&E fields 09 10 09 08 07 09 07 07 08 08 09 09 11 09 09 09 10 09 10 13 16 17 17 20 21 23 31 21 23 19
Physical sciences . 08 1t 08 09 07 11 06 05 13 06 08 09 12 05 08 10 11 08 09 18 16 14 1.1 20 241 29 385 23 33 25
Biological sciences 10 11 10 09 08 09 08 07 07 08 09 09 11 15 11 10 11 09 08 17 17 18 18 19 22 23 31 21 25 18
Social and behavioral sciences i0 11 08 09 09 09 09 08 08 08 11 09 10 09 12 10 09 10 12 14 17 19 21 24 24 26 37 26 26 24
Mathematics and statistics . 10 08 09 0.5 05 0.7 0.9 0.5 0.2 0.8 0.3 1.1 0.7 05 0.5 0.7 11 07 0.6 0.6 06 1.0 1.6 19 141 1.7 241 1.3 24 0.9
Computer sciences 14 08 15 04 08 11 07 04 09 09 09 11 14 11 13 07 11 09 09 13 21 18 19 20 22 24 37 21 19 14
Engineering . 07 08 07 07 07 07 05 06 07 07 09 09 09 07 06 09 10 08 10 11 15 16 15 17 18 20 23 16 20 1.7

Unknown race/ethnicity

All S&E fields 09 14 12 15 16 16 17 17 20 19 19 16 15 15 16 18 19 22 19 23 26 19 19 22 25 30 33 30 39 38
Physical sciences . 09 13 12 12 15 16 18 19 15 19 16 16 18 14 14 16 18 14 18 21 21 18 17 17 25 34 34 31 40 32
Biological sciences .. 09 12 14 16 17 17 16 17 19 16 23 17 16 17 17 20 21 24 19 23 29 22 20 24 29 382 37 33 38 37
Social and behavioral sciences ... 1.0 15 12 16 16 17 17 18 21 20 19 19 16 14 15 21 20 21 19 24 31 21 21 24 25 26 32 34 40 42
Mathematics and statistics . 08 09 07 10 11 11 09 07 12 13 08 13 10 06 08 09 13 11 13 15 22 12 21 17 13 25 25 23 36 35
Computer sciences 0.5 1.0 0.4 1.2 15 14 1.5 1.3 1.7 1.7 1.6 1.3 12 15 1.0 1.5 22 241 1.6 21 23 25 1.6 20 22 28 29 2.6 4.0 41
Engineering o8 16 12 16 15 17 17 17 22 20 19 16 15 16 19 18 18 23 20 23 23 15 16 20 25 32 32 26 36 33

NOTES: Hispanic includes three group designations from the Freshman Norms Survey: Mexican American/Chicano, Puerto Rican American, and other Latino. Details may not add to 100 because
students may check more than one race/ethnicity, e.g., white and Hispanic. Physical sciences include physics, chemistry, astronomy, and earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences.

SOURCE: Higher Education Research Institute (HERI), University of California at Los Angeles, Survey of the American Freshman: National Norms 2000 (Los Angeles: 2000) special tabulations, 2001.
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